
Dear RPA Family, 

It seems that every time I set out to write a message to you, by the time I hit the send 

button, something has changed regarding the Coronavirus and/or our response.  Please be 

assured that our team, consisting of Administration, Faculty, and Staff working in 

conjunction with the Board of Directors, is doing our very best to be there for you during 

this challenging time. 

In light of the mandatory directive from Governor DeSantis that all schools are to remain 

closed until at least through April 15th, please see the calendar below which outlines our 

planned schedule of remote learning and break days.  Note that we are keeping our 

scheduled Easter Week break in place.  If school is allowed to be in session on April 16th, we 

will make a decision at that time regarding our opening.  We have also added a week of 

teacher training and preparation which was initially granted by Governor DeSantis for 

schools to prepare for the remote learning environment.  This time will allow teachers to 

further develop their lesson plans and receive necessary training.  Teachers will be giving 

students a variety of enrichment projects to work on that week, more info to follow soon. 

I know each family has had a variety of experiences during these past few days of remote 

learning—ranging from joy, confidence, and excitement to frustration and stress at being 

overwhelmed—during these past few days of remote learning.  That is to be expected. 

Thankfully, it seems most are falling into a new temporary routine.  I want to reinforce that 

for everyone this is a time of transition and an adjustment period. Therefore, we need to 

take “baby steps” as we make the necessary changes to our “remote learning” plan.  Please 

continue to provide the necessary feedback to your teachers (and Administration), as 

together we will make it through what I think is better viewed as a “marathon” rather than a 

“sprint.” 

Practically speaking, know that we plan to add a variety of components to our remote 

instruction including teaching videos (some teachers have already) and interactive 

platforms.  Our first goal was to keep things simple in light of how quickly we decided to 

act.  I want to thank our great team of teachers for jumping in and taking on this challenge 

as one of the first schools in the area to do so.  

Please extend my encouragement to your children.  I have heard great stories of how many 

of them are adapting to the recent changes and charging ahead with the learning. 

I did hear from one parent that her two students have already been suspended and are near 

expulsion (😊 just kidding!) If you can relate though, here are a few suggestions: 



-  Schooling at home doesn’t mean that everything that normally happens at school can 

happen at home.  You are not expected to act just like classroom teacher!  You merely need 

to provide a semi-structured environment and be flexible! 

-  Don’t set your expectations too high. Things won’t be perfect, especially at first.  

-  Our family lives are all unique, but everyone has personal, professional, and family realities 

to consider. Strive to find the right balance between school and home needs.  This is the 

heart of the challenge. 

-  It’s OK to have kids work around your schedule.  Some days children will get more done 

than on other days, and that’s OK.  This is why due dates are flexible. 

-  You don’t need to be a “cruise director.”  Children don’t need to be “entertained” as much 

as they need to build independence and learn to take the initiative in their own education 

(in age-appropriate ways of course!). 

-  Don’t do for your children what they can do for themselves.  A little frustration is normal 

and OK.  If it is prolonged, they should ask their teachers for help, first by email and then by 

phone if needed. 

-  Be sure to have your children help with daily chores if you don’t already. Again, this is a 

great opportunity to build independence and initiative in them. 

-  If possible, have older siblings help younger siblings.  The “buddy system” in families is a 

win-win for all! 

-  Be sure to intersperse prayer time throughout the day but especially in the morning, 

noon, and night. As we say at RPA, “Without God you can do nothing, but with HIM you can 

do all things!” 

Please also use this link https://saintjohntheevangelist.com/featured/bishop-dewane-

suspends-in-person-masses-and-services  for access to a letter from Bishop Dewane, 

explaining his decision to suspend all Masses beginning tomorrow until the end of 

Easter.  Please refer to my previous email regarding being able to watch Mass from home 

and saying the Spiritual Communion prayer. 

I am happy to share that our Curis System has arrived and is in full operation deep cleaning 

classrooms.  Every classroom and building will be thoroughly sanitized before students 

return! 

Again, please feel free to provide any feedback or concerns that you may have.  In this time 

of uncertainty, we need to rely on each other, now more than ever. 

https://saintjohntheevangelist.com/featured/bishop-dewane-suspends-in-person-masses-and-services
https://saintjohntheevangelist.com/featured/bishop-dewane-suspends-in-person-masses-and-services


On this Feast of St. Joseph, I will end with sharing the first day of a nine-day novena that I 

recommend for all of us.  It goes without saying, but St. Joseph certainly knows what it’s like 

to take care of a household in stressful situations! 

https://www.thedivinemercy.org/articles/nine-days-joseph-day-one 

Day One — St. Joseph, Powerful Intercessor 

 Dear St. Joseph, 

  

 After Mary, you're the most powerful intercessor before God. In a sense, Jesus remains 

obedient to you and will listen to you as you bring my intentions to Him. Because of this, I 

especially want to entrust myself to your fatherly care, just as Jesus Himself did. And while in 

the past, I may have brought to you one of my intentions here or there, this time I want to 

do something new. This time, I want to give you all. In other words, St. Joseph, I'm not here 

to offer you a regular "novena" for just one of my intentions. Rather, I want to forever 

entrust to you all of my needs and cares, trusting that you will bring them, with Mary, to 

your Son, Jesus. 

  

 Dear St. Joseph, as the best of fathers, as the one God chose to be the virginal father of 

Jesus, I believe that you know what I need better than I do myself. So go ahead, St. Joseph. I 

give you permission to care for me as your child. In doing so, I trust that you will do 

everything in your power to make my life into something beautiful for God. I trust that you 

will watch over me and that your prayers will guide me, bless me, and protect me. I trust 

that you will now care for me with the same love and tenderness with which you cared for 

Jesus. I'll confirm this special relationship with you in nine days, when I make my prayer of 

consecration. 

  

 Saint Joseph, Powerful Intercessor, please pray for us and all our intentions! 

In His service, 

Scott J. Baier 

Head of School 

 

https://www.thedivinemercy.org/articles/nine-days-joseph-day-one

